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On 26 September 1994, myself, Dr. Jim Sutherland and Larry Eichler of the Rensselaer 
Fresh Water Institute (RFWI) conducted an aquatic plant survey of Eagle Lake (OS-P438). The 
purpose of the survey was to follow up on the previous RFWI plant survey which was conducted 
on 13 September 1989 (Eichler and Madsen, 1990). Although we were prepared to snorkel to 
assess the plant community, the plants were readily visible from the lake surface due to excellent 
water clarity. Beds and areas of scattered Eurasian watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatwn) were 
recorded. The approximate area of each milfoU bed was noted and this information is available, if 
you need it. The presence of other aquatic plant species was also recorded. 

The results are presented in Figure 1. Twenty two species of plants were identified in 
1994, as compared with 28 species in 1989 survey, with an overlap of 18 species. Given both the 
somewhat later sampling date and the qualitative approach used in the 1994 survey, this is 
excellent correspondence. 

A comparison of Figure 1 and Figure 4-2 in the 1990 RFWI report shows similar amounts 
of M. spicatum in both surveys. The major changes are as follows: 

1. The area on either side of the causeway has experienced a decrease in the size of the 
milfoil beds. 
2. The southern shore of the north basin now has milfoil beds. 
3. The bay located at the southeast comer of the north basin has larger beds in 1994 than 
in 1989. 
4. The southern shore of the south basin now has beds of mi1foi~ rather than just 
scattered plants. 

In general, the milfoil beds are associated with fine-grained organic sediments, which appear to be 
more common near storm sewer outfalls and offshore from residences. The one exception are the 
small mid-lake islands,locations where we have no information on the sediment type. Other 
aquatic plant species are also more dense adjacent to the shoreline milfoU beds. 
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If you have any questions or comments on the survey, give me a call at (S1S) 4S7· 
7470. If you have additional information about the plant communities in Eagle Lake that you feel 
we should have in our files here at DEC, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Jay A Bloo leld, Ph.D., P.E., Chief 
Lake Services Sect on 

enc: 
cc: L Eichler J. Sutherland R. Bonham 
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Figure 4-2 from Eichler and Madsen (1990) 
Date of Sampling 13 September 1989 
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Other Species 

Pc Ponlederia cordaIa 
1.41 Myriophy1lum tenellum 
Es EriocaIAon seplarIglHe 
PI PoIamogeton ampIifoIius 
PI' P. robbinsii 
pz P. zosIerilormis 
Pg P. gramineus 
Pp P. praeIongus 
Pf P. perfoialus 
Pe P. epihydrus 
NI Nuphar luleum 
Nt Najas lIexiIis 
Va VaIIlsneIia americana 
Ec Elodea canadensis 
as Brasenia sdveberi 
No Nymphaea odorala 
TY Typhasp. 
He! Heteranlhera dubia 
Bb Bidens beckii 
SP Sparganium sp. 
Sg sagitlaria granlnea 
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